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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
REMARKS ON UCZEKIEL Ul. 17—109. 


** Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the 
Israel: therefore hear the word at my 
and give them warning from me. When | 


say unto the wicked, die: aud | 
} 


house ol 


mouth, 





thou shalt surely 
thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to wary 
the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; 
the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity: but 
his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet | 
warn the wicked, 


Let if thou 
_ his wicked- 

vall die ia his in- 
but thou hast delivered thy soul,” 


aud he turn not 





ness, nor from his wicked way, hes 
iguity: 


} 4 






"he common use of this passage of scripture shall 
first of all be set before the reader. 


Tr ! 
follows: 
When a miiisier is a 


appointed over avy people, God | 
makes it bis duty faithfully to warn this people of their | 
dangerous condition, they being by nature liable to | 
the of hell forever. He should endeavor by all 
means to arouse their guilty consciences, and induce 
them to embrace religion, thereby to secure the favor 
of God, and their own Bat if he 
consequences would be ex-! 
the people would ail go down to hell, | 
ister would have to go withthem. Where- 
xe should warn them, and they should not then 


} 
post, 


It is as 


pali is 


eternal happiness. 
should peglect this, the c 
tremely awful: 
and _ mii 


if 
alah 


*. 
at, 


re although they would be forever he would 


soul, and prove himself a faithful servant of 


God. ‘lhose clergymen who interpret this passage in 
profess to be constantly impressed with an 

as they call it, of their responsibility te 

ieir duty to immortal souls ; and they wil! 

‘ues very officiously introduce themselves into 
ty with which they are unacquainted, professedly 
'e purpose, of warning their jellow creatures 

If they are found fauit 


or their officiousness, they will justify themselves 


> from the wrath to come. 


their visit a matter of conscience and duty. 
the 
discover that they will be no dupes to his artifice, 


making 


should people not beceme terrified, and he 
he 
will ‘* remember that I have warned you, and 


ents of the 


say, 
{ have cieared the skirts of my garr 
This is the use which has been 


that 
ood of your souls.” 


, done, and whereunto I will not do any more the like, 


therefore will [also diminish thee ; 


quired to hear the wird at God’s mouth,and give them | 
warning from him. Irom this we learn that the Al- 

mighty communicated to Nzekiel a knowledge of the 

punishments which the house of Israel would sufer, | 
should they not repent of their sins. Agreeably to this. 
Ezekiel has given us a detailed account of these pun- 
ishments, which, to use our Saviour’s words, were 
** great tribulation, such as was not since the begiuning | 
of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 


' the following extract from Ezekiel’s prophecy, the ac- 


count of these punishments may be found. 

Ezekiel v. 8--17, ** Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God ; Behold, I, even 7, am agaiisi thee, and will exe- 
cute jndgments in the midst of thee, in the sight of the 
And Iwill do im thee that which I have nol 
be- 
cause of all thine abominations. Therefore the fathers 

shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons shall 
eal their fathers ; and I will execute judgments in thee, 
and the whole remnant of thee will I scatler into all the 
winds. Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord God, Sure- 
ly, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy 
detestable things, and with all thine abomenations, 
neither shall mine 
eye sparc, neither will [have any pity. 4 third part of 
thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall 
they be consumed in the rridst of thee; and a third 
part shall fail by the vund about thee, and I will 
scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw 
Thus shall mine anger be ac- 


nalions. 


sword ‘ 


vul a sword after them. 
complshed, and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, 
and I will be comferted : and they shall know that I the 
Lord have spoken il in my zeal, when I have accomplished 
ny fury in them, Moreover, I will make thee waste.and 
a reproach among the nations that are round about thee, 

in the sight of all that possby. So it shallbea reproach 
and a taunt, an instruction ond an astonishment, unto 
the nations that are round chout ther, when I shalt exe- 
in thee in anzer, and in fury, and in fu- 
I the Lord have spokenit. When I 
rrows of famine, which 


cule juds ments 
rious rebukes. 
shall send upon them the evil a 
shall be for their destruction, an d which Iwill send to 
destroy yous and I wiil increase the famine upon you, 
and will break your staff of bread. Se will I send upon 
youfamine and ev il beasts, and they shall bereave thee : 





made of the passage, and the conduct which it has} 
been supposed to justify. 

Now let the reader go back to the passage, and sce | 
il (his use of it be not altogether unjustifiable. First- 
ly. what is there said in it about a future state ? Ezek- 
ie] was in this world; the house of Israel] were in this 
world; Ezekiel was made a watchman unto them in 
this world ; the dangers of which he was to warn them 
were in this world; and the punishments for a neglect 
of the warning, the majority of which ended in death, 
were in this world also. God said to Ezekiel, “‘when 
I say unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die,’ &c.— 
Observe, it does not read, thoa shalt surely go to hell, 
or thou shalt surely be damned in the future state. So 
observe, that Ezekiel was to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way, not to save him from any punishment in 
the future state, but ‘ to save his life.” Ifthe wick- 
ed man did not turn from his iniquity, the punishment 
was to be death, he shall ** die in his iniquity,’ ini- 
quity shall be the cause of his death; or as it is ex- 
pressed in another part of the prophecy, it should be 
his ruin. 

Let the reader now observe, that when Ezekiel was 
watchman unto the house of Israel, he was re- 


’ 





madea 


| and pestilence and bluod shall pass through thee ; and I 


will bring the sword upon thee. J the Lord hath 


spoken il.” 

Every person of common sense W ill see that the pun: 
ishments specified in this quotation must from their 
very nature be inflicted in this world. Will the fath- 
ers eat the sons, or the sons eat the fathers in the fu- 
ture state? 
famine, a third part fall by the sw ord, or a third be 
scattered into all the winds, in the future state? No) 
one believes that such things as these will take place 
there. How then can the passage which stands at 
the head of this article have re‘erence to punishment 
in the future state, when these are the very judgments 
of which Ezekiel was to give the Jews warning? It 
was for this purpose that he was appointed ** a watch- 
man unto the house of Israel ;” and for ought the wri- 
ter can see. if he had warned them of any thing else, , 
to the omission of this, he wou!d have turned aside 


from the purposes of bis mission, and essentially tailed 


of performing his daty. 

Every one may see that the passage on which I am 
remarking has po reference at all to the present time. 
How then in propriety can any minister now consider 


In: 


Will a third part die of the pestilence and | 


it as having any applicancy to himself? Jt informs us 
that Pzekiel was appointed a watchman unto the house 
of Israel, and the consequences which would follow 
him if he neglected to perform his duty. What refer- 
ence has this to the appointment of a christian minis- 
ter in the present age of the world, or in any other ?-- 


‘John Quincy Adams and others were appointed by the 


proper authority to settle the difficulties which existed 
between Great Britain and the United States, and to 
bring the last war between those pewers to a termi- 
Now the christian clergy might with equal 
propriety use this fact to prove that they were ap- 
pointed to make peace between man and God, as to 
use the fact that God appointed Ezekiel a watchman 
over Israel to prove that he had appointed them min- 
isters over their respective Congregations; or that, 
because he directed Ezekiel to warn the house of Is- 


nation. 


rael of judgments which then impended over them, he 
had directed them to warn mankind of the present age 
to beware of fire and brimstone in a future state. | 
have not the least objection that the christian clergy 
learn duty from the case of Ezekiel; but they cannot 
learn from it that God has appointed them as minis- 
ters, much less that he has appointed them to preach 
the doctrine of punishment ip the future state. Ezek- 
ie] was careful to hear the word at God’s mouth, and 
give the wicked warning from him. Let the christian 
clergy do the same. Let them give the wicked warn- 
ing from God, and be careful to preach to them na 
punishment but what God has threatened. If they 
will do this, then, like FPzekiel, they will threaten 
mankind with no punishment in the future world, with 
nove but what is the natural and unavoidable conse- 
quences of their transgressions. This part of my sub- 
ject is so important that I cannot fail to press it. It is 
a fact which requires notice, that with respect to the 
message of punishment with which Ezekiel was to 
threaten the Jews, Ged solemnly required him to hear 
the word at his mouth, and give the wicked warning 
from him ; i. e. that he should threaten them with ho 
punishment but what God had threatened. And it is 
equally a fact which forms a striking contrasi to the 
foregoing, that there is no subject in relation to which 
the christian clergy regard the word of God lees, 
the subject of punishment, I| have heard miiit! 
/angrily threaten sinners with eternal punisiimeii, to 
describe which in dreadful colors they seemed to cx- 
ert all their imagination, without the least reference 
to the word of God, although they would have their 
hearers think this is a doctrine of the bible. Andina 
vast many instances, when they have quoted scriptures 
which coutain threatenings of punishment, it has ap- 
peared as though they did not know or care whether 
| they used such scriptures rightly. Is this hearing the 
word at the mouth of God? Is this giving the wicked 
| warning from him ? 


Uoau 


te 





This practice of threatening men with punishment 
in the future state, entirely subverts the desigu of 
God’s threatenings. The true design of threatening 
is, that the sinner by being warned of the consequen- 
ces of his sins, may escape tuem by turning to righte- 
ousness. ‘This is manifest in the case before us, Why 
was Ezekiel to “* warp the wicked from his wicked 
way?’ Ans. ‘** To save bis life.”? Death was his 
punishment, if he persisted. Now suppose that Ezek- 
ici, instead of hearing the word at God’s mouth, and 


‘giving the wicked warning from him, instead of point- 
ing out those dreadful judgments which then impend- 


ed over his countrymen, bad preached about a hell in 
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the future state, and had devised means for them to 
escape it, would he not have subverted the design of 
God? This was not what they were in danger of; 
and if they had been affected at all by it, they might 
hare worried about the imaginary to the neglect of 
the real danger. And should he have set up this hell 
to induce them to do the very things which the Al- 
mighty required them to do, and whereby they would 
have escaped all punishment, ‘he question would then 
have been at issue between him and his Maker, whose 
means were best calculated to promote this end. We 
have no doubt that God recommended the best. We 
know indeed that those threatenings have the strong- 
est influence upon the miad which contain denuncia- 
tions of punishment near at hand, punishment which 
men can comprehend and examples of which they 
have seen. Shew the drunkard the natural conse- 
quences of his crimes, shew him like instances in the 
experience of men whom he has known, bring him to 
realize how reasonable it is for him to expect such 
consequences, and you place before him the strongest 
motives to repentance which can operate upon his 
mind. 

Finally, let us learn from this subject the necessity 
of paying strict attention to the word of God. Let 
every christian minister hear the word at God’s mouth, 
and give the wicked warning from him. We may 
depend upon it, that he knows best what kind of 
threatenings will have the strongest influence upon 
the human mind. Ifthe christian clergy think differ- 
ently, they are in duty bound to give us their reasons 
therefor, and to shew us how their systems of terror 
can be more beneficial, than that which has the sanc- 
tion of divine authority. RIcHARDS. 





DIFFERENT COLOURS OF MOURNING, 


In Europe black is generally used, because it repre- 
sents darkness, which death is like unto, as it is a_ pri- 
vation of life. In China, white is used, because they 
hope that the dead are in Heaven, the place of purity. 
in Egypt, yellow is used, because it represents the 
decaying of trees and fiowers, which become yellow 
as they die away. In Fthiopia brown is used, because 
it denotes the color of the earth from whence we came, 
and to which we return. In some parts of Turkey, blue 
is used, becaus it represents the sky, where they hope 
the dead are gone ; but in other parts, purple and vio- 
let, because, being a mixture of black and blue, it re- 
presents, as it were, sorrow on the one side and hope 
on the other. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


We now sincerely desire any person throughout 
christendom, to assign any other substantial reason for 
the conduct of Peter, in excluding from the room, the 
affectionate, pious friends of Dorcas, while he prayed 
to God for her restoration to life, excepting the ex- 
press commands of his Lord and Master to pray in se- 
cret? And is not a punctual obedience to the com- 
mands of the great christian Lawgiver as important 
now, as it was in the days of his apostles? K. 





From the Hartford Mercury. 
NEW POST OFFICE LAW. 


A law passed at the late session of Congress, consoli- 
dating and remoulding the several acts relating to the 
Post Office Department. We copy the followiug sketch 
of the new provision from the National Intelligen- 
cer :—** Members of Congress, are to enjoy the privi- 
lege of franking for sixty days, (instead of thirty,) pre- 
ceding and following each Session of Congress. Prin- 
ters are expressly authorised to send printed or written 
notes of their accounts to their subscribers, instead of 
being presented therefor, as has been attempted. The 
punishment for robbery and embezzlement of letters is 
made somewhat more proportionate to the magnitude 
and enormity of the offence, not to speak of the pun- 
ishment devised for undue curiosity, or ** prying into 
another’s business.’’? ‘There is one fine imposed by the 
law which, we rather suspect, will make many a Dost- 
| master feel to see if his purse is safe. We refer to that 
| which imposes a fine of fifty dollars for detaining any 
| newspaper from its owner, of taking a peep into any 
, packet not intended for his office. By another provis- 
}ion, no Postmaster is hereafter to be contracior tor, or 
| concerned in carrying any Mail. This,also, is certainly 
|a very proper regulation.” 

PostaGe.—By the new Post Office Law, Magazines 









e — ee ee SE 


necessary is such a regimen to preserve th 

of complexion and of breath which are the meat 
and perfume of beauty ! When people think of accosat 
ing to Gop for the talents they have received, the 

overlook the hours which are lost in morning sloth and 
unreasonable indulgence. 1 have inured myself for 
many years to this habit of early rising. In the spring 
months of April and May, particularly, | grudge every 
moment that is wasted after five. I consider it as arude 
neglect to all those sweets which opened to salute me 
and always find so much more deducted from the firm. 
ness of my health, and the vigor of my understanding, 





(c- We are happy to state that we have received the 
first number of The Universalist, a new publication, 


to be conducted by Rey. John 8. Thompson, Rey, 


Stephen R. Smith, and Rey. George B. Lisher,— 


The following is extracted from its columns, 
THE UNIVERSALIST. 


The religious public are respectfully informed thata 
periodical Paper under the above title, being a substi- 





‘tute for the Rochester Magazine, Gospel Inquirer, and 
| Herald of Salvation, has commenced at Utica, N. Y, 
|The work is Edited by John S. Thompson, Stephen R, 
Smith, and George B, Lisher, contains sixteen pages 
'octavo, forming a volume of about 400 pages annually, 
lis neatly executed, on a new long primer type, and on 
| good paper, aud published semi-montbly, at Utica, for 


} 
{ 


one dollar and fifty cents, paid in advance. 

| The Universalist, besides noticing the varions occar- 
'rences of the day, shall contain a concise history of 
ithe rise, progress, doctrines, and discipline of Univer 
\calism. and numerous illustrations of the sacred scrip- 


and Pamphlets published periodically, carried not more ltures; and though it may not approbate the conduct 


| than a hundred miles, wai to pay one and a half cents! or sentiments of the illiberal and partialists, yet it shall 
for each sheet, and if carried overa hundred wiles, two! 


anda half cents. Pamphlets not pubiished periodically, 


ing a hundred miles, and six cents a sheet for any 
greater distance. Postmasters are allowed to receive 
only one daily paper, ‘tor what is equivaleut thereto,” 
free of postage. 





KING OF PERSIA, 


Cambyses, King of Persia, son of Cyrus the Great. 
died of a small wound he gave himseii with his sword. 
ashe mounted on horseback; and the Egyptians ob- 
served, that it was the same place ou which he had 
wounded their God Anis ; and that therefore he was 
visited by the hand ofthe Gods. Wherein do we, of 
this enlightened age, exhibit more wisdom than the 
’gyptians, in the case above, while we attribute every 





QUERY RESPECTING PRAYER. 
We have a remarkable instance of the efficacy of | 
Prayer in exact accordance with Christ’s appointment. | 
When Peter was introduced to the corpse of sonneg, 
where the pious saints and widows stood round weep- 
ing, he put them all out of the chamber, * and kneel- | 
ed down, and prayed; and turning to the body, said 
Labitha arise. And she opened her eyes; and when 
she saw Peter, she sat up; and he gave her his hand, 
and lifted her up; and when he had called the saints 
and widows, presenicd her alive.”,— Acts ix. 36—4]., 
Where do we find an instance in these days ofa 
professed minister of the gospel desiring the attendants 
—-the saints, to leave the chamber of sickness, and 
death, while he prays? Does he not invariably desire 
the attendance of as many as may be convenient, to | 
join in his vocal performance ? 
Now let us examine Mat. vi. 5 and 6: * And when 
thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: | 
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues, and 
in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of 
men. Verily, 1 say unto you, they have their reward. 
But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, prey to thy Father 


who is in secret, and thy Father who seeth in secret, 
will reward thee openly.” . 








escape of our friends from danger, toa special provi- 


idence, aud term every dark vicisitude of our enemies 


a special jadgment ?— Rel. Inquirer. 


NEW CHURCH. 


A House of Worship for the First Universalist So. | 


ciety in this town is about to be -erected, on the East 
side of Federal-street. ‘The building is to be sixty feet 
in length, by fifty in breath, to contain 64 pews on the 
floor, and a gallery for the choir across the South front. 
It is to be a plain wooden edifice, with ten Gothic win- 
dows each about eighteen feet in height: and will 
probably be completed by the middle of July next. 
Nantucket Inquirer. 


3's 
EARLY RISING. 


I do not know a practice which! should more re- 
commend, than early rising, whether devotion, health. 


are to pay four cents a sheet for a distance pot exceed- | 


| 
| 
| 


‘not assume the title of an anti-missionary paper, but 
‘treat with respect, the ministerial character, and the 
religious opinions of all professed christians. 

As the editors have resolved, that no person shall be 
considered a subscriber, till payment is received, all 


lapplieations must be accompanied with 31,50; or if 
any find 
shall send them The Universalist free of postage.— 
Those who intend to support the work, will please ap- 
ply to either of the Editors, or to any of the following 
ventiemen: Rey. Pitt Morse, Watertown ; George 
Standart, Auburn; Dr. Hitchcock, Rochester; Rev. 
W. I. Rees, Junius; Rev. J. S. Flagler, Scipio; Elias 
D. Wight. West-Bloomfield ; James Hall, or Henry 
Fitz, New-York ; 1. T. Beche, Hartford, Con. 5 Revs 
| Abner Kneelaud, Philadelphia. 


it more convenient to forward $2 by mail, we 





PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 


'4 COPIOUS DISSERTATION ON THE EPISTLE 


OF ST. PAUL TO THE ROMANS, 
In thirty Lectures, delivered and delivering at the Uni- 
versalist Chapel in Providence, R.I. In which 
every chapter and verse is consider- 
edand distinctly explained. 

BY DAVID PICKERING. 
These Lectures, with a table of contents, will con- 


tain about 500 pages, octavo, on fine white paper, with 
anew and elegant type. 


The price to subscribers, handsomely bound and - 
tered, will be $2,25, or $2 in boards: Payable on 
livery. 


These proposals are issued in consequence —_ 
erous requests for the publicity of the Lectures ; eo 
the work will be put to press us soon as 3vU0 copies 





beauty, cr improvement of the mind, were the objects | 
in view.—How cheerful and how animated are the | 
meditations of the morning ! Whata delightfu: bloom | 
flashes into the cheeks from its balmy exhalations ! | 
What an uuspeakable cheerfulness glides into the soul, 
from hearing the devotional matins of the lark. and 
from beholding the newborn scenery of nature ! Low 


subscribed for. : a 
Avy person, who shall obtain six subscribers, se 
become accountable for the payment of the same, § 
receive a seventh gratis. 
N. B. Persons holding subscriptions are 
return the same to B. Cranston, in Providence, 
by the 15th day of May. 


-e requested to 
0 ee a 


























CHRISTIAN PREJUDICE. 


s For the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans,” 
John iv. 9. 

[low is it with the Orthodox ? They consider their 
views not only correct; not only more conducive than 
the opposite ones to virtue, peace and holiness; but 
essential to the gospel, and necessary to salvation.—~ 
They therefore feel justified in denying the christian 
name, and character, and privileges, of those who do 
not receive the same doctrines. To some of the doc- 
trines of their system, they attach, as we should ex- 
pect, greater importance than to others. They also 
profess to be friends to free inquiry; but alas! for the 
man whose inquiries shall lead him to results different 
from their’s. They seem to take it for granted, that 
every one, who examines with a right disposition, will 
embrace their doctrines. By necessary Consequence 
therefore they consider all who adhere to the opposite 
system, as enemies to the truth, as subverters of the 
gospel, as unworthy to be treated as christiaus, and as 
liable to the doom of unbelievers. They believe the 
nature of man to be so corrupt, that he is hostile to the 
truth, and strongly inclined to reject it, till he is chang- 
ed by Almighty power, and sanctified by a special 
operation of the spirit. Consequently, every kind and 
degree of opposition to their system. they regard as an 
expression, and a proof of depravity. We see the 
reason then, why they are unwilling to have christian 
intercourse with others. 

But may we not inquire for the authority on which 
they presume to consider their peculiarities essential 
to the gospel? Is it because they find them frequently 
and explicitly mentioned in the word of God? But it 
so happens that none of the words and phrases by 
which they choose to express the leading articles of 
their belief, are contained in the scriptures. In vain 
shall we look for trinity, three persons in one God, 
the supreme divinity of Jesus Christ, the deity and 
personality of the holy Spirit, total depravity, special 
grace, instantaneous regeneration, justification by faith 
through the vicarious sufferings and imputed righte- 
ousness of Christ, final perseverance of all saints. 
The Bible, | repeat it, does not contain these expres- 
sions. Why then do our Orthodox brethren make be- 
lief of them or any of them essential to christian com- 
They will probably say, that the scriptures 
coniain expressions equivalent to the foregoing; or 
that they clearly teach the doctrines which are denot- 
ed by these phrases. But this is the very point in de- 
bate. We deny the Bible, when fairly interpreted, 
inculeates the foregoing doctrines. But admitting 
that their interpretation of the scriptures is correct, 
does it follow that they are authorized in treating their 
opponents as enemies to the truth and subverters to 


munion ? 


the gospel? 
necessary, or right, to consider them essential ? 
what process do they learn, that to reject these doe- 


By 


trines is to reject the gospel, or that the belief of them | 


is necessary {o the christian character, and to salva- 
tion? Tas the Bible given any intimation of the kind? 
Are we any where told, that unless we believe the 
doctrine of the trinity, of total depravity, and of per- 
sonal election, we shall die in oursins? Or do the 
Orthodox follow the dictates of their own reason, or 
the suggestions of their own feelings, in deciding that 
certain of their doctrines are essential ? To me it ap- 
pears that they cannot consistently do this, for they of- 
te accuse others of setting up reason above revelation. 
Why shall any class of men, who profess to follow the 
Bile for their guide, choose, in the first place, to €x- 
press their sentiments in language which the scriptures 
have not employed, and then determine without the 
sanction of the scriptures, that these sentiments are es- 
se tial?) Why should they attempt to form creeds and 
confessions of faith, in words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, and then practically say to the world, “ 
shall not receive you as christians, unless you admit 


Admitting their doctrines to be true, is it 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


the truth of those creeds? 1s there nothing of arro- 
gance inthis procedure? Is there nothing like an at- 
tempt to fetter the mind, to bind the conscience, and 
to restrain free inquiry? Is there nothing which re- 
sembles a wish to dictate to others what they shall 
believe, in order to enjoy the privileges of christians? 
And of course, is there not something which will per- 
petuate contentions in the christian community, so 
long as any shall be found who dare to think for them- 
selves, aud to speak what they think: I blame no man 
for embracing doctrines different from my own. It is 
the privilege and the duty of every man to examine 
and decide for himself, not for others, what is the 
truth, This is ove of the dearest privileges; a privi- 
lege without which life is not worth possessing ; a priv- 
lege for which many martyrs have cheerfully suffer- 
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afternoon to see him myself, but as he was too weak 
to speak, I could not of course desire him to answer 
any questions. 1 however talked to him upon the sub- 
ject of his change, and while I was telling him | was 
glad to hear that God had opened his mind to see the 
truth, he raised bis eyes to heaven with much appar- 
ent gratitude. Il affectionately cautioned him of his 
danger, (should he recover,) of losing the impressions 
which he now has, but shook his head and replied 
‘*nerer.”” 

Permit me here to address those who are yet dispos- 
ed to believe a doctrine, which, in so many instances, 
has been declared false, by its own professors, upon a 
dying bed. The above instance of its renunciation, 
should cause you at once to suspect the truth of Uni- 
rersultsm—it speaks to you in language which should 





eddeath. This privilege, I trust, you will never re- 
linquish ; and I hope you will be equally distant from 
aay atttempts to wrest it from others. Let truth 
stand on its own basis; and let every creed and every 
opinion, however important and however sacred, in 
the view of their adherents, be subjected to indepen- 
dent and candid inquiry.--Lib. Rec. 





SUPERSTITION DEFINED—-By Davin Hume. 


The mind of man is subject to certain unaccountas | 


ble terrors and apprehensions, proceeding either from 
the unhappy situation of public or private affairs—— 
from il] heath—from a gloomy or melancholy disposi- 
tion—-or from the concurrence of all the circumstan- 
ces. 


are dreaded fram unknown agents. and, where real} 


objects of terrorare wanting to the soul, active to its 
ewnh prejudice, and fostering its predominant inclina- 
tion, finds imaginary ones; to whose power aud ma- 
levolence it sets no limits. 

As these eneiwics are entirely ble and unknown, 
the methods to appease them are equally unaccounta- 
ble, and consist in ceremonies, observances, mortifica- 
tions, sacrifices, presents, or in any practice, however 
absurd and frivolous, which either folly or knavery re- 
commends to a blind and terrified credulity. Weak- 
ness, fear, melanchol;, together v,'h ignorance, are 
therefore the true sources of superstition. 


Jen eetéy 
mVisi 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


(c-We present our readers with the following article, 
first published in the Christian Gazette, and copied 
into our paper from the Beston Recorder and Tele- 
graph. 

LOUD PREACHING TO UNIVERSALISTS, 
It has often been said that *t Universalism may do to 
jive by, but not to die by,”—though I do not believe 
it is fit for eitner. ‘That it will not do to die by, } 


have often heard of being acknowledged by persons of 
that persuasion, when brought upon a dying bed. | 





' 
In such a state of mind, infinite unknown evils 


make you tremble—-it is a call, louder than ten thou- 
sand thunders, to escape the wrath of Almighty God ; 
| and if you can view it with indifference, if you can re- 
sist its force, it is to be feared, that you will never be 
; convinced of your mistake, until it shall be eternally 
too late, to remedy its fatal consequences. It would 
be easy to convince you now that you are wrong, if 
you would only believe the word of truth. Let any 
| Universalist open the revelation of God, and peruse its 
sacred pages, with the determination to beliere what he 
reads ; without endeavoring to persuade himself, that 
God does pot mean what he says, and he will soon be 
convinced, that ‘* God is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, with the least degree of complacency—that 
, be will by no means clear the guilty—and that who- 
soever believeth not shall be damned.”—May the 
Lord dispose you to credit his word, and induce you 
to ‘ flee from the wrath to come.” G. M. 
February 16th, 1825. 








REPLY. 


As the author of the foregoing and the editors of the 
Boston Recorder and Telegraph think it a call to Uni- 
| versalists louder than ten thousand thunders, a call 
which should make us tremble and suspect the troth 
of Universalism, they may expect to receive some in- 
| formation respecting the effect which so loud a call 

produces on those to whom it issent. Leaving others 
‘to answer for themselves, I am disposed to inform those 
| editors how I Consider this call. But before I notice 
|the particular case which is thought to be such ** loud 
| preaching to Universalists,” 1 wish to remark on the 
| writer’s introductory observations. He says; ‘ It has 
often been said that ** Universalism may do to live by, 
but not to die by,” though | do not believe it is fit for 
either.”> | would ask why Universalism is not fit to 
live by? Universalism teaches that God is the Father 
of all men and that the whole human race are breth- 
ren. Now I wowld ask these religious editors, if it be 
not the duty of all men to acknowledge God as their 
| Father, to love and obey him as such; and whether it 
| be not the duty of all men to esteem and treat each 
‘other as brethren? Universalism further teaches that 








was informed yesterday of a person who had formerly | our heavenly Father loves all men, does good to all, 
beep a Universalist, but who, during his present illuess, | and sent his Son to-be the Saviour of all; and that it 
by the grace of God, has been made to fee! the awful is the duty of each individual of the human family to 
reality of that explicit declaration of the divine word ; ‘employ every faculty of soul, mind and body in imi- 
“the wicked shall be turned into hell.” I was toid | tating such an example. 1 will ask the opposers of 
(by unquestionable authority,) that he has entirely re- ‘Universalism, and I will humbly and fervently request 
nounced Universalism, as ‘* damuable heresy,’? and an answer, though I do not expect one, how it is possi- 
looks upon those who propagate that doctrine, as those ble to be a disciple of Jesus Christ and follow his ex- 
deceivers, of whose coming we have long since been | amples and precepts without living according to Uni- 
He now believes that he | versalism? What did Jesus lay down as man’s duty, 
either to God or mankind, that is not in perfect accord- 
ance with the doctrine of universal love? What ex- 
ample did Jesus, in the whole of his life, furnish of 
limited favor or partial salvation? Js not the spirit of 


warned—See Juce, verse 4. 
is really in danger of an eternal hell. 
that sin is something more than a mere ** negative,” 
and that be must answer for it at the righteous tribu- 
nal of Christ. He now sees that his former views of 
the blessed Saviour were entirely erroneous, as well as | christianity the spirit of universalism ? Does not every 
disrespectful and wicked, and that Christ is verily | christian inwardly Gesire and pray that oa ee may 
God—in a word, he bus entire!y renounced Universal- | come to repentance and live? Is it not the “endeavor 
ism, and professes to Lelieve the tru‘k, 1 weut this of every true christian to promote the cuuse of grace 


fie las found 
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and salvation to the utmostofbhismeans? What is all 
this but living according to Universalism? And I fur- 
ther ask whether such a spirit and such endeavors 
may not reader the dying man as composed, and pre- 
pare him to meet death with as much serenity of 
mind as a contrary disposition and life? I desire to 
have the reasons stated, ifthere be any, why a belief 
in God’s universal love, grace and salvation should 
render a man comfortless in death, and a belief in lim- 
ited goodness aud the endless misery of millions of his 
fellow creatures should resign him to death and give 
him peace of soul in the solemn hour of disolution ?— 
Uuiess such reasons can be stated, what good can it do 
to try to frighten us with horrible assertions, and tel] 


us that such and such stories are ** loud preaching to} 


Universalists,”’ ** louder than ten thousand thunders,” 


and that we ought to tremble and suspect the truth ofa | 


doctrine, to the truth of which God has borne testimo- 


ny, by all his holy prophets, since the world began? | 


See Actsiii. 21. 


I will now make a few remarks respecting the story | 


which informs us that a man, who had been a Univer- 
salist, being sick, renounced his sentiments. I must 
treat this story accordingly as I understand its merits 
and the design of those who report it. In the first 
place Il have no real evidence of the truth of the story. 
Such reports have been circulated concerning death- 
bed recantations of universalism which were certainly 
false, and I do not know but this is as false as those 
which | have been certified of. Now I will leave it 
to these editors to say, if in sober reason, | may not 
sately calculate on a discount of five thousaud, of 
their ten thousand thunders, on account o! having uo 
evidence of the truth of their report. 

In the next place, in order to avoid being stunned 
with the other five thousand thunders, I must be per- 
mitted to query concerning the amount of evidence, 
which this story furnishes, against Universalism, eveu 
admitting the truth of this report. 
low that the story is true. 


We will then al- 
A man who had been a 
Universalist became sick—we are not told the disor- 
der—probably a partial deleriuin—this man, in this 
feeble condition, thinks that the doctrine which he had 
professed is not true, and he disavowsit. [Ee once be- 
lieved the doctrine. 
prove it true? 
me that it did not. 
trine prove it false, any more than his believing it 


proved it true ? 


Yes; well did his believing it 
I think these editors wil! agree with 
S 


Well, does his denying the doc- 


fair discount of the remaining five thousand thonders! 


No, surely it does not; and this is a} 


| overflowing with the missionary spirit. Ile says ‘the 


great missionary establishment in which the Christian 





world is engaged, promises a revenue of blessings to the 
| Heathen world, and glory to the Son of God.” Le 


| , ‘ ‘ 
‘establishment’? promised 


should have said, this 
| mammon aud power to the clergy engaged in these 
|" operations—as I see ina s+ sequent number of his pa- 
| per, the missionaries in one of the South Sea Islands 
‘have formed a missionary society, and had ** 900 bam- 
' boos of oil for the first years subscriptions.” 


{ 
‘ 


} Mr. Blanchard, it appears, has ** labored more than 
two years in conducting a public Journal, and his 
views are the result of much inquiry, investigalion and 
experience.” As a specimen of his vast inquiry and 


experience, take the following, which he CHARITARBLY 
| 
‘ciple oppose the beggars in black. ‘* It is twenty 
| years too late for infidels and haters of God and his 
’ 


Son to oppose the cause of missions.’> ‘* The Man of 


Sin is too late in his attempts to overthrow a work so 


full of benefils, so full of geodness and true churily, so 
full of EVENTFUL consequences, so much like the Son 
of God. !!!  * The work of missions will never stop, 


until the millenial morn shall burst upon the world.— 


| It isa work by the appointment of Jesus.” 
This man’s inguiry and experrence must be limited 


‘indeed. or his assertion is wilful, that the modern or- 


| ganized system of missionating,—the modern method 


of maputactauring and sending out priests. is ** full oi 


r 
S 


ac, ad % 253 | 
yoodness and true charity.’’ ** sc much like the Son 


’ 399 
al God es 


show us in what country our Saviour or his Apostles 


Can this maa of such extensive inquiry, 


set the example of collecting 


for their own use, *Bam- 


boos of Oil,’ ** Arrow Root,” * Cattle,” and ** Mon- 


ey’? In what country did they demand a price for 


the gospel? When did they besiege oli women. 
kitchen maids, and grown up boys, for more money: 


Te 2 2 


Did they ever say ** money is the sine ws of missions”: 


e' 
How far beneath the dignity of an Apostle, are the 
mean and se/fish artifices used by modern manufactur- 
ed priests, the world over, to get mouey. Are there 


greater **infidels and haters of God and his Son” in 


christendom, than those who artfully endeavor to a- | 


? 


malganiate ibeir missionary, mMoney-getting schemes, 

with those dignilied, holy, and heavenly works of our 

Lord and his disciples? I trow not. 

Vagus now on earth among his children, he would no 

doubt be astonished at their wisdom. LUKE. 
Nuigara County, NM. Y. 


I will now inform the editors of the Recorder ana 


Telegraph, that they discover great imprudeuce. Ly 
presenting such puerile argumeuts againstUniversalism, 
and being unable to furnish any thing of greater force, 
they discover, on the one hand, the weakness of their 
own cause, while on the other they would seem to 
induce the thoughtless and careless to embrace Univer- 
salism without duly looking into its native evidences. 
1 call on those editors to furnish one passage of scrip- 
ture which disproves God’s universal grace, or to slate 
a single argument on reasonable grounds against it. - 
If they are conscious that they cannot, will not pra- 
dence admonish them to say nothing? H. B. 





From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 
MISSIONS. 


The * Religious Advocate and Missionary Intelli- 
gencer,” edited by A. Blanchard, A. M. formerly pub- 
lished at Saratoga, is now published in Rochester, N. 
Y. This periodical is as stupidly devoted to mission- 
ary matters as when published at Saratoga. The edi- 
tor once published a Report of a Domestic Missionary 
Society, which, among other things, asserted that 
there were 18,116 souls in the county ef Albany, 
WuonLy destitule of the means of salvation! His Ad- 


dyess on recommencing his labors, Jan. 1, 1825, is 


i THE SAME. 


| Extracts from ‘* 2 a oir of the Ecclesiastical estab- 


lishment in Russia. By Robert Pinkerton.” 


* The secular clergy are «gaged in laborious du- 


© 


ties. ‘The service of the church is laborions. and the 


length, and periormed three times per day. This 
leaves the clergy Lut little time to study.’’* 








* In the January number of the Reformer, | observ- 
ed a favorite comment onthe phrase, bea/en oil. This 
has often been made to be the figure to denote a cler- 
gyman’s well studied sermon during the week, to be 
read from, or rehearsed off, his book. 
once held, thus :—- 

Clergyman,—Oiur sermons should be well studied, 
that we might not come into the sanctuary with un- 
beaten orl. 

Layman,—'Then | suppose the more your oil [ser- 
mon] is beaten, the better ? 

Clergyman.—Certainly. 

Laymav.--Well then, suppose you were to get oil 
[a sermoi] that had Leen before beaten [studied! by 
another, and give it a second beating? : 

Now, any school boy may see that it was not the o:/ 
(Exodus xxvii. 20) that was to be beaten or pressed, 
but the Ontves. Moreover, not the Priests, but * the 
children of Israel were commanded to furnish the clear 
oil expressed from Ciives, for the lamp to be kept 
| burning continually in the tabernacle of the testi- 
,mony.”” 





A dialogue was 





places on the shovlders of those who from hones! prin- | 


Were Simon 


' 
ceremonies complicated and the services of excessive | 


* The clerzy are exempte:! from al} CiVil taxe d 
, ed 8 aD 
‘utting 
nds, %a 
Who are sold 
' cattle, &&, 


| coporeal punishments, even in the case of co» 
| capital crimes: and are permitted to hold Ja 
' , we . ’ ‘ : 
| | And of course, to hold the people also, 
por bought with the land, as the stock o 
are with the farm in this country. ] 
** ‘The vervice of the Church is contained in upward 
+? : . : 8 
of 20 vols. folio. The Gospels are always read s! 
* hes Si0W- 


ly ; the rest of the service, on account of its extraor 
dinary length, is hurried over with a rapidity which 


| renders it unintelligible.” 
** At the head of th } * i 

ii ad of the Holy Legislative Synod, there 

is always a layman. 





fo , This most honorable post is fil- 

|led at the present by Prince Alexander Gallitze 

}is also minister for foreien confessions, and pelle 
the St. Petersburg Bible Society. The whole affairs of 

the Church, temporal and spiritual, are vested ip the 
Holy Synod.” 


** The sanctified oil isa mystery, * * * used in sick. 
ness * * * According to the ritual, it requires seven 
priests to perform it, each of whom, in the course of 
the prayers, with a twig, upon the end of whichisa 
little oiled cotton, anoints the sick on the chief parts 





ofthe body; but this mystery is now administered by 
| fewer priests, for in the couuutry it is difficult to collect 
ithe number stated in the regulations.” 

** A sect in Russia, called Dubhorsti, affirm that 
fevery exrfernal rite in regard to salvation, is of no avail 
| whatever; and that the outward church, in conse 
quence of her corruption, is 


now become a den of 
thieves.” 


These are a very interesting people ; and it is to be 


hoped, that this Jiltle leaven, in the midst of this vast 


j 


‘uHip. A. B, 
— (<P oa ’ 


INTEMPERANCE, 


It is the peculiar characteristic of the vice of intem- 
perance, that it marks for its prey all that is valuable 
intman. It enervates the body, palsies the intellect, 
and hardens the heart. It blunts the moral and social 
affections, renders its victim regardless of reputation,.- 
| clothes hia in the habilimeuts of poverty, stamps upon 

every feature the aspect of misery, and having shora 
him of presest enjoyment and blasted the hopes oi fu- 
ture bliss, sends him to an untimely grave. 


| empire, may shortly be made to learen the whele 
| 











MAREIED UN THIS CITY, 


. 


| South-Boston, in St. Matthews Chapel. by the Rey. 
‘Mr. Blake, Mr. Wiliiam Johnson to Miss Susannah 
‘Cains, both >of South Boston. 

| ln Newburyport, Capt. John P. Brown to Miss Mary 
| L. Brown. 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 
| Mrs. Sophia Lynch, aged 34, wife of Mr. Thomas 
|L. Lydia, wife of Mr. Samnel Ridgway, aged 35. 
In Wrentham, Mass. on the I1th ult. Mr. John Bel- 
| cher, aged 8O years. 
| In Barnstable, Hon. John Davis, aged 81. 
In New Ilaven, Capt. John Phipps, 84. 
In New-Gedford, Capt. William Peckham, aged Sf 
ln Springfield, Mrs. Martha, wife of Mr. Calvin 
Sears, aged 35. 
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Just received and for Sale at this Office, Two a 
courses in one pamphlet. J2 pages, delivered at Med- 
way, Mass. by Rey. 1). PICKERING, price 20 cents.— 
{ Also an Address delivered betore Mount Vernon hn 
Providerce, R. 1. on the anniversary of Gen. bee 
ington’s Birth-day, and the annual election of ye 
in said Lodge, by the Rev. D. Pickering.—Price 1+ * 
cents. 
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| Mr. G. A. Bradburn, Fast Chelmsford, Mass. 

IMr. S. Visher, Newfane, Vt. 9 

Mr. E. Davis, Cambridgeport, Mass. ; 
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Mr. Jabez Fisher, do. 


9 . r rn, Mass. 
Mr. Charles Fuiler, Watertown, - HENRY BOWES: 
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April 7, 1825. 











